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dumpy appearance-and especially in the dark, where appearances didn't count-Vanadium had the aura of a mystic. Although Junior didn't believe in mystics or in the

various unearthly powers they claimed to possess, he knew that mystics who believed in themselves were exceptionally dangerous people..Junior held the silencer-fitted

9-mm pistol under his left arm, clamped against his side, freeing both hands to use the automatic pick..With everyone in the diner now aware of Junior, with every head

turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking him, he dropped the bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through the swinging gate at the end of
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the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work area behind it..Eleven years later, a few months after marrying Agnes, Joey mysteriously invited Edom to accompany him on

"a little drive," and took his bewildered brother-in-law to a nursery. They returned home with fifty pound bags of special mulch, jars of plant food, and an array of new tools.

Together, they stripped the sod from the side yard, turned the soil, and prepared the ground for the rich variety of hybrid starter plants that were delivered the following

week.."It's there even when you read to me now. The sad feeling, I mean. It changes the story, makes it not as good, because I can't pretend I don't hear how sad you

are."."We've been planning this a long time," Angel assured her. "I've climbed the tree a hundred times, maybe two hundred, mapping it, describing it to Barty, inch by inch,

the trunk and its four divisions, all the major and minor limbs, the thickness of each, the degree of resilience, the angles and intersections, knots and fissures, all the

branches down to the twigs. He's got it cold, Aunt Aggie, he's got it knocked. It's all math to him now.".One of the paramedics had stooped beside him to press a cool hand

against the nape of his neck. Now this man said urgently, "Kenny!.He paused, not sure how to proceed. He was not accustomed to writing letters to total

strangers..Reflecting upon her son's clever, diligent, and uncomplaining adaptation to darkness, she wished that she had described to him the dazzling sunset under which

they had made their journey home. Although her words might have been inadequate to the spectacle, he would have elaborated on them to create a picture in his mind; with

his creative skills, the world that he'd lost with his sight might be remade in equal splendor in his imagination..By the first of November, they moved his mother's bed into the

living room, so she could be in the center of things, where always she had been, though they admitted no guests now, only members of their family with its many

names..Junior must have shouted shut up more than he realized, because the neighbors began to pound on the wall to silence him..The possibility that he'd left a clear

fingerprint on the watch crystal had to be judged remote. And the band had been too textured to take a print useful to the police..Frequently, people told Agnes that she

should find an agent for Barty, as he was wonderfully photogenic; modeling and acting careers, they assured her, were his for the asking. Though her son was indeed a

fine-looking lad, Agnes knew he wasn't as exceptionally handsome as many perceived him to be. Rather than his looks, what made Barty so appealing, what made him

seem extraordinarily good-looking, were other qualities: an unusual gracefulness for a child, such a physical easiness in every movement and posture that it seemed as

though some curious personal relationship with time had allowed him twenty years to become a three-year-old; an unfailingly affable temperament and quick smile that

possessed his entire face, including his mesmerizing green blue eyes. Perhaps most affecting of all, his remarkable good health was expressed in the lustrous sheen of his

thick hair, in the golden-pink glow of his summer-touched skin, in every physical aspect of him, until there were times when he seemed radiant..With a nimbleness and an

alacrity that a lemur would have admired, the girl ascended to the first crotch..Although the mummifying fog wound white mysteries around even the most ordinary objects

and wrapped every citizen in anonymity, Vanadium preferred to approach the apartment building with utmost discretion. Whatever the length of his stay in this place, he

would never arrive or depart through the front door or even through the basement level garage-until perhaps his last day..Busily, earnestly, with great satisfaction, Junior

redirected his anger at Celestina and at the man with her. These two were, after all, guardians of the true Bartholomew, and therefore Junior's enemies..Tom didn't know

what to make of this bit of information, so he said, "That's a lot.".Angel followed him and observed as he climbed a stepstool and unhooked the telephone handset. He

dialed with little pause between digits, and spoke with each of his uncles..Using the straight edge of a ruler to guide his eye down each column, Junior searched for

Bartholomew, ignoring surnames. He had already checked to see if anyone in the county had Bartholomew for a last name; no one in this directory did..Convinced that the

house was playing tricks on him, Barty went downstairs, step by measured step, to the foyer and the ground-floor hall..Junior felt unspeakably violated. This was

outrageous: the inarguably personal, very private contents of his stomach, scooped into a plastic evidence bag, without his permission, without even his knowledge..The old

man assumed the solemn and knowing expression of one guarding mysteries, a sphinx without headdress and mane. "If I told you, dear lady, it wouldn't be magic anymore.

Merely a trick."."That's kind of you," Panglo stammered, "but I have little time for reading, very little time.".In January '65, while Vanadium had been in the first month of what

proved to be an eight-month coma, Enoch Cain had sought Nolly's assistance in a search for Seraphim's newborn child. When Vanadium had learned about this from

Magusson long after the event, he assumed that Cain had heard Max Bellini's message on his answering machine, made the connection with Seraphim's death in an

"accident" in San Francisco, and set out to find the child because it was his. Fatherhood was the only imaginable reason for his interest in the baby..Junior Cain definitely

was not a crazed sex-killer, not driven to homicide by weird lusts beyond his control. A single night of sex and death-an indulgence never to be repeated-wouldn't require

serious self-examination or a reconsideration of his self-image.."He's here as sure as I am, Barty. He's very busy, with a whole universe to run, so many people to look after,

not just here but on other planets, like you've been reading about.".Shivering, Junior slammed the trunk lid and warily surveyed the lonely landscape. Black pines spread

bristled arms through the charry night, and the moon cast down a jaundiced light that seemed to obscure more than it illuminated..The fire department. The firemen could

come without sirens, quietly with their ladders, so as not to break Barty's concentration..be entombed in one of those memorial walls, well above ground level, where

nothing was likely to seep into them..In a magazine article about the hero, passing mention was made of a restaurant where occasionally the great man ate breakfast..As he

raced into the future, the past caught up with him in the form of intestinal spasms, and by the time that he had driven only three miles, whimpering like a sick dog, he made

an emergency stop at a service station to use the rest room..Besides, Junior was reluctant to kill Vanadium, for real this time, and risk discovering- that the detective's

filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would in fact prove to be a relentless haunting presence that gave him no peace..At the head of the line, Paul waved a red handkerchief out of

the window of the station wagon.."I don't want an attorney." He closed his eyes, lowered his head to the pillow, and sighed. "I just want ... peace.".Junior's fear gave way to

an appreciation for the irony in this situation. Gradually, he regained the ability to smile, tossed the coin in the air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket.
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